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SERMON 


Preachd at the 
Cathedral Church of N incheſter, 


On Tvesvar, Nov. 22. 1709. 


BEING THE 


| Day of Thankſgiving 


| 
A the Glorious Victory, 


| ROUGE. 


| | Souls m Oxon. 


and Signal Succeſſes 
of Her Majeſties Arms, this laſt Year, under 
the Command of the Duke of MAKLBo-| 


1 THOMAS RIVERS, 4 L. D. Pre-| | 
bendary of WW incheſter, and Fellow of All- 


LONDON, 


[Printed for Herry Clements, at the Helf Moon inst. Pari 


Church-Yard. 1710. 
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PS AL. havii, 14, 15. 
Thou art the God that doſt Wonders: 


T hou baſt declar d thy Strength among 
the People. 


Thou baſt with thy Arm redeem d thy 
3 


In the Oro TRANSLATIOM: 


T hou 1 mightily deliver d thy People. 


| HE Author of this Plalm was Da- 
vid, that Pious and Valiant King 
of Iſrael ; and the Occaſion of it 


was to celebrate the Praiſes of 
God, for the ſeveral Deliverances vouchſaf d 
to Him and his People. 2 
This Pious Prince, tho he had Choice 
and Numerous Forces, though he had ſuch: a 
Sett of Worthies to Command them, as ne- 
ver any Prince beſides himſelf cou'd boaſt of; 
tho he had ſuch a Spirit of his own, as made 
him Equal to the moſt deſperate Attempts, 
and ſet him perfectly above the Fear of Death, 
or "ny Dread either of Man or Beaſt; yet he 


B never 


A Sermon Preachd 
never plac'd his Confidence in his Own or his 
Army's Strength, nor ever alcrib'd his Con- 
queſis to Them: He admitted no fulſome 
Panegyricks or Blaſphemous Inſcriptions to 
be composd, and ingravd to the Honour of 
his own Excellent Worth, but rather taught 
his People to Acknowledge, that 'twas God 
alone who had done all the Wonders of his 
Reign, and who had all along mightily de- 
lier d Him. 5 

It appears that this excellent Perſon had been 
under ſome pteſſing Difficulties before he com- 
pos d this Plalm, which made him (as he ex- 
preſſes it) cry to God with hir Voice, and al- 
moſt inclin d him to think, that God had 
forgotten and forſaken him: But having 
ſeen a happy Iſſue of them All, he here- 
in corretis himſelf for his Deſpondence, and 
changes all his Complaints into Praiſe. 
Tis a very uſual Way with this Holy Pro- 
het, when he is attempting the Praiſes of 
God tor preſent Mercies, to begin with the 
Rehearſal of former Favors, and to call to 


Mind bis Wonders of Old. 

Wherefore, incourag d by ſo great an Ex- 
ample, I ſhall not think it foreign to the So- 
lemnity of this Day, to recount what God 
has done, as well as what he is doing for 

us ; 


on the Thankſgiving-Day. 
us ; ſince by that it will appear, that the 
Number as well-as Greatneſs of his Mer- 
cies, call for an uncommon and comprehen- 
ſive Gratitude, and that Paſt and Preſent 
Times, are equally Witneſles of his Goodneſs 


wOom.- 


For thus, when a certain Nation, now as 
Low, as it was Lofty ; and which needs the 
Protection of thole, it once thought fit to 
Inſult: When this Nation, inſtigated with 
an Envious Zeal againſt our Infant-Reforma- 
tion, and elated with a Conceit of its own 
irreſiſtable Power, had made immenſe Prepa- 
rations of War, and ſent againſt us ſuch a 
| Numerous Fleet, as made the Ocean groan, 
and the Earth tremble : When all Europe 
ſtood waiting the Dreadful Iflue, our Ene- 
nemies rejoicing, our Friends pitying, but 
none daring to interpoſe their Help, twas 
our God alone ſtep'd in to aur Reſcue ; for 
the Winds and Storms, which are always rea- 
dy to fulfill bis Word, being Commiſſion d 
againſt them, foon overcame that whole Ar- 
mada, which Infallibility pronounc'd Invin- 
cible ; leaving us little to do, but to behold 
the Victory, and injoy the Triumph: And 
ſcarce leaving them a Veſſel to carry Home 
BE A 2 the 


A Sermon Preuchd 
the unwelcome Tidings of their Country's 
Loſs, and the Almighty's Vengeance. 
But as nothing is ſo reſtleſs as a Superſti- 


tious Zeal, freſh Enemies of the ſame Per- 


ſwaſion, improvd in Rage, and not to be 


daunted by former Diſappointments, attempt 
by Treachery, what could not be compaſs d 
by Force, and contrive a Plot of an unheard 
of Barbarity. „ 

The Foundations of it were laid beneath 
in the Earth, from whence it was to break 
forth at once, with the Force of Lightning 
and the Noiſe of Thunder, in Flames of Sul- 
phur, and in Clouds of Smoak, to blow up 
our- Sovereign and Senate together, and in- 
volve them All in one common Deſtruction : 

And fo ſecretly was this Treachery concerted, 
fo near brought to effect, as to deſpiſe Dil- 
covery, and defy Prevention. 

But behold again the miraculous Interpo- 
fition of a Gracious Providence ! whoſe All- 
_ ſeeing Eye in the very Nick of Time, when 


they were juſt kindling this hideous Pile of a 
whole Nation's Ruine, diſcover'd the Secret, 


defeated the Miſchief, gave us a joyful E- 
(cape, 


Shame. 


Again, 


| and left the Authors and Abettors ot 
the Villany, ſome to Execution, and all to 
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| | Again, when Enemies of another ſort role 
up againſt us, when a Rebellious Rage and 
Euthuſiaſtick Madneſs ; for {ure I may be al- 
low'd to call that Madneſs, which deſtroy d 
every thing it profeſt to protect: When theſe, 

I ſay, had fo far prevail d over us, as that 
they had entirely compals'd their wicked Ends, 
had ruin'd the beſt, and confounded. all Things ; 
1 had butcher'd Majeſty, ertinguiſh'd Monar- 
chy ; had overthrown the Church, and over- 
4 turn d the State: When they had eſtabliſſi d 
themſelves by Law, and intrench d themſelves 
| about with Power, and thought of nothing 
| but a laſting Enjoyment of their Dear- 
5 bought Confuſton: When all good Men 
| gave all for gone, prepar'd themſelves to in- 
dure, and deſpair'd to redreſs the prevailing 
Miſerics of their Country : How graciouſly 
did our God undertake our Cauſe ! How 
gloriouſly did he Reſtore us! For I cannot 
but attribute that Happy Reſtoration to 
the Power of Providence: Since the chief 
Inſtruments in it, cou d never otherwiſe ac- 
count for the wonderful Circumſtances of it, 
but confeſt themſelves amaz'd at that Flow 
of Succeſs, which not only attended their A- 
_ ions, but out-ran their Thoughts, and even 
out- did their Wiſhes. | 


„ 
a 
„ 
* Ja bs 
K 1 
. F a 
E F 
Iz 
—_— 
b 


Theſe 


Sermon Preach d 


— _—_— 


Theſe ate ſome of the Wonders God has 


done for us of Old; nor are they leſs conſi- 


derable, which we our ſelves have ſeen. 
For as our Fore-fathers fell under the Sup- 


their Conſtitution, by the Madneſs of the 
people; ſo have we here preſent been more 
than in Danger of the like Misfortune, from 
the Miſguided Zeal of a Deluded Prince, 
and have experienc'd a Revolution in Reali- 


ty as happy, and at leaſt ſeemingly as Pro- 


vidential as their Reſtoration. 
And I hope the ſame good Providence is 
ſtill watching over us for Good, and work- 


ing our Reſcue from an Exorbitant Power, 


which has been fo aß threatning, ſo often 
attempting, and fo | 


proach, and fo formidable in its Appearance, 


as hardly to leave us Time or Courage to 


undertake our Defence. 
Wie All cannot but remember, how un- 


comfortable we thought our Circumſtances, 


but a little while ago, when we ſaw the 
Practices of a Neighbouring Prince, that he 
would ſet no Bounds to his Incroachments, 


but his immenſe Vanity, and no Rule to his 


hen 


Juſtice, but his Particular Advantage. W 
_ : we 


of their Liberties, and Subverſion of 


ikely to devour us: 
The Danger of which was ſo near in its Ap- 
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we confder'd, how much he was increas d 
in Power, and inur d in Victory. When we zo 
plainly diſcover'd that he was projecting the 

| Conqueſt and Slavery of all the Nations 

about him; and when we could not be inſen- 
| {ible what prodigious Advances he had made 

towards accompliſhing the Work. 
For what large Countries had he actually 
| uſurpd ? What mighty Fortreſſes had he 
ſurpriz'd ? What numberleſs Forces had he 
gather'd together? And with what Aſſurance 

did he march them forth to Victory? An 

Aſſurance equal to his Preparations ; and, if 

poſſible, beyond his vaſt Ambition. 

We cannot well forget how diſcouraging 
our Proſpect was, when we found it neceſſa- 
ry to oppoſe this growing Oppreſſion, and 

when at the fame time we could not but 

lee, how unprovided we were to do it: 
When we could not but reflect, how much 
Time and Treaſure, how much Labour and 
Blood our Defence wou'd coſt us. How in- 
| effectual all former Attempts againſt him had 
been; how doubtiul the Succeſs of this was 
likely to be; and withal, how unequal the 
Conteſt was; where one tide ſtak' d all, even 
their Religion and Liberties, and the other 
nothing but his Vanity and Pride, 


Our 


ö Veak els LTH Apparent ang 
iSilcouraging, as gur Enemies Strength, d 
vided into Parties at Home, and Abroad 4 
pending upon an Alliance of ſeveral Nations, 
different in their Views, diſtant in their Situ. 
ations, which might expoſe them to Sollici- 
tations, or incline them to Jealouly, might 
weaken their Union, abate their Vigour, 
and render the whole Confederacy an im- 
proper Match for ſo gen. and hazardous an 
Undertaking, 

Our only Comfort, under all theſe miſ- 
givin e AN was, that all Things were 
equally poſſible | to That 'God, to whom we 
had committed our Selves, and our Caule ; 
that His S trength is made perſcci in N calmneſs j 
that He delights to reſiſt the Proud, to ſup- 
port the Oppreſt, and had given many ſig- 
= Inſtances, how ready he has always been 

to protect and proſper us. 

And, Bleſſed be his Holy Name, that he 
has not deſerted us in our Difficulties, but 


has hitherto given us Succeſs beyond our 


Ex pectations, and almoſt equal to our 
Wikhes, 
Bleſſed be God, that the Scene of At. 


fairs, and the State of the War arc fo 


much alter'd to our Advantage ; that fo 
many 


pe _ * » 4s 
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many Utlurpations are 

— Holds recover : That the numerous 
Armies oppos d againſt us, have been fo of- 
ten defeated, fo conſiderably diminiſhed, 
and ſo apparently diſpirited: That now 
every Campaign produces to our Ene- 
mies freſh Diſgraces, and to the Allies re- 
peated Triumphs ; fo that the great Enemy 


of Mankind ſeems almoſt wholly Con- 
quer'd, except only in his unconquerable 


Vanity : And certainly, his muſt be look'd 
upon as an inſuperable Vanity, fince He 
can boaſt of Victory, when He loſes the 
Field, and is ſhamefully beaten our of the 
ſtrongeſt Intrenchments. I think the grea- 
teſt harm his greateſt Enemies can with 
him, need be only this; that he may have 
many more ſuch Occaſions of Boaſting, 
Let his Sycophants and Statues ſpeak 
hin Immortal and Almighty, as long as 
Experience can convince Us, if it can't con- 
vince Him to the contrary : And I hope he 
is already fo reducd, as that he will be 
as little able to defend his Country, as 
he has been to defend his Conqueſts : That 
he will be ſhortly oblig'd to fue for that 
Peace, he would never give, or if he did, 
wou'd never keep ; That he will be forc'd 
© 
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to learn, that wo diſpeople a Country is 
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recall his Baniſh'd Home, and be made 


not the Way te Gloryþ, nor breach of Faith, 
the Means to recommend a Prince to the 


Almighty's Protection. 


1 could beartily wiſh my ſelf ſo bappy, 


as to be able to declare to you, the cer- 
tain Tidings of a joytul and ſecure Peace; 


which can never be hopd for, from ſuch 
a perfidious Enemy, till he is brought be- 
low all Capacity of breaking it; for a 


clination to inſult. 
1 wiſh I could ſay, that our Enemies 


were wholly ſubdu'd, or at leaſt reduc'd 


to that Temper, as to be content, that 
evety one ſhould have and enjoy their 
own; for who can think themſelves com- 


War? For a fate of War, is a ſtate of 


Slaughter; and twould certainly be more 
deſirable to have no occafion of Fighting, 
than even to Fight and Conquer ; fince 
Conqueſt cannot be come at, but through 
ſuch Streams of Chriſtian Blood, as ſtam 
| the 


long and woful Enperience has taught us, 
that there are no Ties facred enough to 

engage his Conſcience ; and that while he 
has a Power, he will always have an In- 


n 


= ie e 
the Glory 
cline the Conquerors themſelves (A they 


have any Humanity in them) rather to 
weep, x Myc what they 3 


and bewail the unhappy Neceſſity 'of ſuch 
profuſe Deſtruction. 
Beſides, 


the prefent has been 0 long, 
and fo fevere a Conteſt, as even to wea 
the very Conquerors, and make chem with 

for Breath and Refpite : And Peace is the 
very thing we of this Nation profeſs to 
Fight for ; not to increale our Glory, or 
extend our Power, (the vain Motives of 


Injo 1 of what we already have, and 

or 

fully poſſeſt. 

. can do all Things; but He will 
88 thing in his own Time and 

: and tis fit unerring Wiſdom ſhou d 
2 for He ſeldom interpoſes ſtrenuouſly, 
but in great Extremities, that Men may 
lam the more to value his Aſliſtance. 
That this God has for ſome time eſpous d 
our Cauſe, we may know from the Succeſs 
be gives us: And that he is now inclined to 
grant us Peace, we may reaſonably pre- 
ſume to hope, in that he brings the thing ſo 


Be ___NCAT 


of the Action, and/' ſhould in- 


our haughty Enemy,) but to ſecure a quiet 
many Ages contentedly and right- 


3 3 P 


ee Praabd 


Gniſh, elpecially if we continue to c 
him, and ＋ we will aſcribe the Glory of 


hom tis 
and compos d upon 


near e; And what He, has, do. far 


advanc'd, 


"ts mace than , probable He'll 
ry lu- 
ſtily to him, if we depend ſteadily upon 


All intirely to him. | 
1 mean, that the Sovereign and ultimate 
Glory of all ſhou'd be referrd to God 


alone : For that ſome Honor ſhou'd be 


given to ſome Men, is neceſſary for the 
ſupport of Government, and 4 incou- 
ragement of thoſe who excell the Reſt: 
And God himſelf ſuꝑpoſes and allows as 


much. 


His own. Word commands us, to give 
Homdr to whom Honor 3s due, and as much 
as is due, evn double 1 to thoſe to 


greatly due: And thus in that 
Triumphal Song recorded in Holy Writ, 


nify d, the Princeſs that Rul d, and the Ge- 


neral "that Fought, Deborab * Barak, are 


not excluded their ſhare of Praiſe. 
And if this be ſo, how can we here . 


to expreſs our grateful Reſentments How | 


can we refrain our Tongues from the Ho- 
nourable 


the joyful Overthrow 
of thoſe grand Op preſſors Jabin and Siſera, 
though God is chiefly and ſupremely, mag- 


„ 
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: 1 
— mention of at Excellent Na- 
ſty, whom God in his great Goodneſs 
has given to preſide over us? Who, though 
the modeſty of Her Sex, forbids Her t 
exerciles of the Field, ſhows an nadenn- 
tedneſs of Spirit, and firmneſs of Reſolu- 


tion equal to the Braveſt, and above Her 
Sex. 


Who has undertaken our . with 
ſo much Courage, and forwarded it with 
to much Application: Who abridges Her 
own Expenſe to help out the Publick 

Charge; and while Her Armies have been 
contending with their Swords and Spears, 
has been Her ſelf contending with FHeaven 


for a ſpecial Bleſſing, by an ardent Devo- 
tion, an exemplary Piety, an extenſive 
Charity to all fort of Wants, and an un- 
precedented Bounty to the Prieſts of the 
moſt High. 

And Piety is doubtleſs the beſt Defence, 
not only as tis the beſt Foundation of 
Valor, but as 'tis the only thing that can 
ingage the Aſſiſtance of Him, who alone is 
Almighty and Invincible. 

1 lay not this to Eclipſe the ſhining Me- 
rit of that IIluſtrious Prince, who Heads 
our Armies, and Fights our Battles; - Who 


| Sactt- 


E with a 


receive evn 2 the greateſt Barba- 


lawfully be aſcribd to Men. 


71 4 . 


"kn i Baſe, wo the Tati ones of War; 


who devotes: himſelf to the Service, and 
INST Wn Fa 
- Who bas. all along carry d on his De- 


"_— ſhort, who has done for us, all that 
TWas poſſible for Man to do; who has 


out-done all our famous Anceſtors, both in 


the Arts and Feats of War, and has left 
no Room for Palterity « ever to hope to excell 


him. 


Theſe Aae are PAY SO 


Gratitude, which they wou d not fail to 


And certainly we ought to ſpeak well of 
thoſe, who do Good to us; we may rejoyce 
in them, and ſhou'd neither envy their Glo- 
ries, nor leſſen their Virtues. 

Sach Perſons deſerve as much from us, as 


Men can poſſibly deſerve; and we ought . 


fore to aſcribe as much to Them, as $ may 


* 


We 


nicety of Conduct, and execu- 
ted his Attenapts | with an excels of Bra- 


great in 


themſelves, and of Publick Benefit, and ſo 
demand a " Publick Notice, Eſteem, and 


— 
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We may innocently Praiſe both them 
and their Actions; but withal we muſt 
not forget to praiſe God for them; and 
white we acknowledge them Excellent, we 
muſt always remember, who tis that makes 
them ſo, and therefore muſt look upon t 


onl 


them 
y, as the molt glorious Inſtruments of 
God's more glorious Power. 


For if our Governors and Generals are 


Prudent in Counſel, Valiant in Fight, Suc- 
ceſsful in Action; we muſt ſtill own, that 
'tis God only, who is the Ant hor and Gi- 
ber of all Good Gifts, that twas He made 
them thus Prudent, thus Valiant, and thus 
Succeſsful; fo that though theſe are {ome- 
thing, and ſomething highly Excellent and 
Deſerving in regard of Us, yet in reſpect 
to God, they are as nothing : tis He alone 
who is All mn Al, inafmuch as all their 
Perfections are not from themſelves, but Him. 

And all this is exactly agrecable to thoſe 
Sentiments we all ex preſs in our Prayers, as, 
That the Race is not to the Swift, nor the Bat- 
He to the Strong; That withont God's Bleſſing 
the wiſeſt (ens, and the ſtrongeſt Forces 
won e be ineffetinal ; That tis He orders afl E- 


dente, rules in the Kingdom of Men, and gives 
ben ts whomewer be pleaſes. 


Feſidez 
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Jade, Ta our preſent, Cale, we have, 
this particular Reaſon to attribute our Su- 
ceſs to God; becauſe if all things be right- 
ler d, we ſhall find ſome ground 
to think, that the preſent Weakneſs of our 
Enemies, is as much owing to the Preſ- 
ſures they are under at Home, from the 
immediate Hand of God, as to any or all 
the Blows, (though they have been very 
ſevere ones) which they have received abroad 


ly conſider d, 


from the Hands of Men. 3 

Wherefore let us lift up our Hearts and 
Voices in the Praiſe of God: Let us Praiſe 
him, as we do this Day, publickly among the 


Faithful, and in. the Congregation : Let us 


praiſe him in bis noble Ace ; praiſe bim ac- 
cording to bis excellent Greatneſs, according to 


- q 1 . : * 


his abundant Goodneſs; becauſe he has not 
given us up as a Prey to our Enemies, nor 


. 


has. rais'd us up ſucceſsful Deliverers, has 


ſcatter d the People that delight in War, 


has given us ſo many glorious Victories, 


and now gives us ſuch a grateful Proſpet 


Aud let us at the ſame time reflect, what 
returns ſuch Mercies require at our Hands. 


The 


made our Foes to Triumph over us; but. 


WE 


i <a y— —— thu — 


i to impr SEED aud to 
an ws” in Duty: If He manifeſts 


ſerye him without Fear. 


Lr, 
light 


2 he 
no 


will his V 


bad God ſo near them, and ſo teady to help 


* "of all Gods 


3 12 „ tis that we may 


without Diſtruſt; if He 
ſaves us 2 bin wikour tis that we may 


Whercfare let us endeavour to praiſe 
him after the moſt accep manner; 
him zot only in our , but in our 
ſeeing this is what Ga moſt de- 


eeing t 
hes i in. 
Le us be as carefyl of - Foy Fr | 
our Safety repent 
and fer himſelf againſt us, 
* ſhown bimfelf for us; 
| then no Enemy can be ſo low, but 
He can raiſe them up again, and no Na- 
tion ſo ſtrang, but He can pull them down; 
that Nation —_—_— ſerve him, ſhall 


1 


unpuniſh 
PE abuſe his Mercies, and grow the 
worſe for his Favors ; we way aſſure our 
ſelves, that as his Goodnefs has been, ſuch 
be. 
The Children of Iſrael are a lamentable 
Example of this Truth. V bat Nation ever 


D 


them ? 


— 


— 
x 
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theme How did He cheriſh them under his 


Wings, lead them with his Hand, and defend 
them with his Arm! Till He had brought 
them up to be the Envy and Terrour of the 
World: But when they forſook the Service 

of God that made them, that choſe them, 
and delighted in them; how did He break 
them down, and not build them up ! What a 
By-word, a Proverb, a Hiiſeng, and a Reproach 
did He make of them among all Poſterities, 

evn to this Day? 

Wherefore let us take warning, and be 
Wile. Let us cleave faſt to our God with 
fincerity of Heart, and ferve him with an un- 
feigned Mind, leaſt otherwiſe we tempt him 
to caſt-Us off, as He did Them, and to make 
us as Little, as He now makes us Great. 

If a ſenſe of Duty won't ingage us to Obe- 
dience, let a ſenſe of Gratitude iacline us to 
it; but if neither of theſe will work upon 
us, let a ſenſe of Intereſt prevail with us, 
and a ſenſe of Fear overawe us; for there 
can be no Happineſs or Security to any Nati- 
on, that will not obey God : It God with- 
draw his Protection, their Enemies will con- 

found them; if he with-draw his Grace, they 
will confound themſelves; and to be ſure He 
will with-draw both, from thoſe who with- 
hold their Obedience from him. 


Where- 


A - „„ „r 


— Thanklgiving-Day. 


Wherefore, if we are truly made - a ble 
of the Miſeries of War, and fi ncerely de- 
ſire a more joyful peace, let us recommend 
our ſelves to the Bleſſing of God, by the 
Goodneſs of our Lives; for there A be 1⁰ 
Peace to the Wicked : But when the Ways of 
any People pleaſe the Lord, he will A ex / u 


their Enemies to be at Peace with them. 


IW hich God of bis Infinite Mere Grant 


to us, &c. 
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